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Babington was not deterred by this law, nor discouraged by the example of his predecessors; he collected five of his friends, zealous Catholics like himself, who put their lives and their honor at stake in the plot in which he was the prime mover, and which had for its objects the assassination of Elizabeth and the accession of Mary Stuart to the English throne. But the scheme, well-laid as it was, was revealed to Walsingham, who allowed the conspirators to go as far as he thought he could safely do, and had them arrested the day before that fixed for the assassination.
Elizabeth's joy knew no bounds when this imprudent and desperate attempt at last placed her rival's fate in her hands, according to the letter of the law. Orders were at once issued to Sir Amyas Paulet to seize the prisoner's papers and transfer her to Fotheringay Castle. Thereupon the gaoler, with a hypocritical pretence of relaxing his usual severity, offered to allow the Queen to take the air on horseback, on the pretext that her health required it. The unhappy prisoner, who had not seen the green fields for three long years, except through the bars of her prison, joyfully accepted the offer, and rode out of Tutbury between two guards, and mounted, for greater security, on a horse whose legs were hobbled. These two guards escorted her to Fotheringay, where she found the apartment which she was to occupy already hung with black. Living, she had entered her tomb.
Babington and his accomplices had already been executed.
Meanwhile Mary's two secretaries, Curie and Kane, were arrested, and all her papers were seized and sent to Elizabeth, who ordered the commissioners to reassemble and proceed without delay with the trial of the prisoner. They reached Fotheringay on the fourteenth of October,